
5-SA-4: WEAPONS: 

A Dangerous Weapons; Underage Persons: 

1. Dangerous Weapon Defined: A dangerous weapon is any instrument or device 
designed primarily for use in inflicting death or injury upon a human being or animal, 
and which is capable of inflicting death upon a human being when used in the manner 
for which it was designed, except a bow and arrow when possessed and used for 
hunting or any other lawful purpose. Additionally, any instrument or device of any sort 
whatsoever which is actually used in such a manner as to indicate that the defendant 
intends to inflict death or serious injury upon the other, and which, when so used, is 
capable of inflicting death upon a human being, is a dangerous weapon. Dangerous 
weapons include, but are not limited to, any offensive weapon, pistol, revolver or other 
firearm, dagger, razor, stiletto, switchblade knife, knife having a blade exceeding five 
inches (5") in length, or any portable device or weapon directing an electric current, 
impulse, wave, or beam that produces a high voltage pulse designed to immobilize a 
person. 

2. Underage Persons: 

a. No person shall sell, give or otherwise supply dangerous weapons, as defined in 
subsection A 1 of this section, to any person, knowing or having reasonable cause to 
believe that person to be under eighteen (18) years of age, and no person under 
eighteen (18) years of age shall individually or jointly possess or control a dangerous 
weapon. 

b. Nothing contained herein shall be deemed to prevent possession of dangerous 
weapons by a person under eighteen (18) years of age while in the home with the 
consent of that person's parent or guardian, nor shall it be a violation of this section 
to possess a dangerous weapon in conjunction with martial arts training, when such 
possession is limited to a properly licensed martial arts school or facility and when 
the person's parent or guardian has given written authorization to participate in such 
training. 

3. Penalty: The penalty for violation of this subsection A shall be as provided in section 
1-4-1 of this code for each violation. Additionally, any use in violation of this section is 
hereby declared a public nuisance, and may be abated in any manner consistent with 
law. (2008 Code§ 19-16; amd. 2015 Code) 

B. Discharge Of Weapons And Projectiles: 

1. Prohibited Acts; Exceptions: It shall be unlawful to: 

a. Discharge any cannon or firearm of any description without first having obtained 
permission in writing from the mayor, unless the person discharging the firearm is a 
peace officer acting pursuant to the duties of his office. 



b. Discharge or propel any object by means of an air or spring loaded gun, slingshot, 
blowgun, bow or crossbow. 

c. Throw any stick, stone or other object at a vehicle, residence or auxiliary structure 
thereto without permission of the owner. 

2. Penalty: Any person violating this subsection B shall be subject to the general penalty 
provisions of section 1-4-1 of this code. 

3. Bow And Arrow Use; Conditions: It shall not be deemed a violation of this section to 
use a bow and arrow to hunt deer on land zoned agricultural and divided in a parcel of 
at least three (3) acres, with the following conditions: 

a. The person is the owner of the property or has permission from the owner to allow 
for bow hunting; 

b. The person bow hunting must successfully complete an Iowa department of natural 
resources bow hunter safety education course, or the equivalent, and a proficiency 
test must be taken annually; 

c. The person has any license or permit required by the state or county to hunt deer 
with a bow; 

d. Hunting will be done in accordance with all state or county laws or regulations; 

e. Hunting does not occur within one hundred (1 00) yards of any residence, church or 
occupied structure or park ground; 

f. Hunting takes place from an elevated position of at least four feet (4'). Elevated 
stands must have hunter's name and phone number on the stand; 

g. The person hunting can demonstrate compliance with these requirements to any 
police officer upon request; and 

h. As an alternative to subsection B3e of this section, any person may hunt on such 
terms and conditions approved by the chief of police and with the recommendation 
of the deer advisory committee for the sole purpose of deer control, including land 
zoned other than agricultural and parcels less than three (3) acres. (2008 Code 
§ 19-17) 
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